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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Saturday,  Augu| 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "News  Notes  from  Washington."    Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  U  S 
Department  of  Agriculture.  * 

*  *  * 

Homemakers,  "the  adventures  of  today  are  the  memories  of  tomorrow.," 

So  our  Washington  correspondent  reminds  us.    On  her  way  to  the  "free 
publications"  room  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  she  saw  a  vacation  poster 
with  these  words:  "The  adventures  of  today  are  the  memories  of  tomorrow." 

And  that  reminded  her  of  the  National  Parks,  and  the  National  Forests 
and  all  the  people  who  are  storing  up  adventures  there  this  summer     Also  she 
was  reminded  of  a  certain  news  item  recently  published  by  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service, 

th.nJ™        1&*t  WeGk'  y°U  may  romcmber'  a  listener  asked  some  questions  about 

oreS  10      ,f        *'     A!J  t0ld  ^   th6re  3X6  °ne  hundrcd  National 
forests    scattered  over  thirty-odd  States  and  Alaska,  and  more  than  three 

thousand  free  public  camping  grounds.     ±he  National  Forests  are  open  to  everybody 

and^they  are  never  closed  unless  there's  a  severe  drought,  or  serious  danger  of 

readi./tLi0Uf  ^ff  °l  '  "     ThoBQ  WOrds  mean  r'mch  more  to  "»  after 

of  W     t  y      l6tver  fr0m  0Vr  Wa^ington  correspondent.     In  the  last  ten  days 
of  June    she  says,  the  Forest  Service  firemen  had  to  fight  an  average  of  28  firls 
U§Z.    An.  average  of  20  of  these  fires  were  caused  by  careless  people  ~  bv 
fSrrgaarded!33^  °*  in  ^  ^rests!  oflef?  can^ 

These  rZtll  ^  National  ForGst  S<^vice  publisher  a  fire  report. 

c^K?  iTlsVreT^  ^  firSt  °f  year'  thS  fi--f?ghting 

governmlS  ^  Mg  i^crease?  correspondent  explains  that.    You  see,  the 

I  r  s^   L  tb/re^ly  add8d  S°Veral  mUli0n  aCres  of  land  t0  ^tiJnal 
region  '    L       Southeastern  and  North  Central  regions.    And  in  these  new 

been  ?L  for^L  i     I"  Sy3ten\haS  not         bQen  developed,  nor  has  there 

acres  burned  tJ?!      National  work.    More  than  nine-tenths  of  the  100,000 
ournod  this  year  are  m  the  two  new  forest  regions. 
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"To  meet  the  problem  of  protecting  life  and  property  from  forest  fires  in 
the  new  areas,"  writes  our  correspondent,   "the  Forest  Service  is  rapidly  develop- 
ing a  system  of  lookouts,  communications,  trails,  firebreaks,  and  roads.  Fire 
:.ienace  to  the  newly  acquired  forests  will  of  course  be  gradually  checked,  with 
good  equipment,  trained  men,  and  local  cooperation." 

Well,  homemakers,   "local  cooperation"  probably  includes  us  and  our 
families.    From  now  on,  every  time  I  light  a  match  in  one  of  the  National  Forests, 
I'll  think  of  the  100,000  acres  that  were  burned  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1935.    -And  I'll  remember,  too,  that  most  of  these  fires  were  caused  by 
■.omebody'  s  carelessness. 

Now,  on  with  the  report  from  our  Washington  correspondent.    As  you 
remember,  she  was  on  her  way  to  get  a  government  publication  when  she  saw  the 
words:  "The  adventures  of  today  are  the  memories  of  tomorrow." 

"I  was  not  looking  for  adventure,"  she  writes,  "I  was  looking  for  a  copy 
of  Farmers'  Bulletin  1-6-4-0,     'Simple  Plumbing    Repairs  in  the  Home,'  which, 
according  to  its  author,  'describes  simple  ways  of  doing  little  things,  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  simple  tools,  to  keep  home  plumbing  in  good  working  order.' 

"My  trouble,"  she  says,  "was  so  oimple  that  I  won't  bother  to  tell  you 
about  it  —  and  besides,  you'd  probably  laugh  at  me  for  being  unable  to  do  a 
very  simple  repair  job  without  the  aid  of  a  government  bulletin.    While  I  was 
about  it?"  (I'm  still  quoting),   "I  read  the  whole  bulletin  —  what  to  do  about 
loose  washers  that  rattle,  worn  washers  that  cause  leaks,  clogged  water  pipes, 
flush  valves  for  low  tanks,  —  and  can' t  they  cause  trouble?    Even  though  the 
hot  weather  is  still  upon  us,  I  found  out  how  to  thaw  frozen  pipes  without 
bursting  them.    Such  knowledge  may  come  in  handy  next  winter.    And  I  also 
learned  how,  in  emergencies,  to  stop  a  small  leak  in  a  water  pipe,  when  the 
plumber  is  far,  far  away. 

"I  have  even  learned  how  to  make  cracked  laundry  tubs  water-tight,  and  how 
to  mend  a  break  in  garden  hose,"  she  adds.    Well,  I  gather  that  anybody  who 
wants  to  know  about  plumbing  can  learn  a  groat  deal  from  the  bulletin,  "Simple 
Plumbing  Repairs  in  the  Home."    The  bulletin  is  free,  as  long  as  the  supply 
lasts.    Write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Personally,  I  have  no  great  desire  to  become  a  plumber,  although  necessity 
often  forces  me  to  do  odd  plumbing  jobs  about  the  house.     So  I'm  sending  for  the 
bulletin.    "Be  prepared,"  is  my  motto,  "and  don't  let  a  leaky  faucet  in  the 
bathroom  get  you  down." 

Speaking  of  bathrooms  —  I've  just  learned  that  it  would  take  the  bathtub 
manufacturers  ten  years,  working  steadily,  to  supply  every  home  in  America 
with  bathtubs.    I've  seen  estimates  recently  that  nine-tenths  of  the  farm  homes 
of  America  are  without  bath  tubs.    Also  without  this  convenience  are  almost  one- 
third  of  the  village  homes,  and  one- tenth  of  the  city  homes. 

So  perhaps  the  people  of  other  lands  are  wrong  in  calling  Anerica  a  nation 
of  bath  tubs. 

I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday,  as  usual. 
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